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LICENSING/ORDINATION GUIDELINES 

 Many divergent views exist among ministers and lay people concerning some of the simplest and 
most basic aspects of ministerial credentials.  The following questions and answers are presented so that 
those who are licensed or ordained with Harvest Church International may understand the philosophy and 
approach to licensing and ordination held by Pastor Brian Cuff and HCI. 

WHY DO WE NEED LICENSING AND ORDINATION? 

 Ministerial credentials are simply recognition of the call of God on your life.  No one but God 
Himself can call you, equip you, and anoint you to minister.  Licensing and ordination is the recognition 
of what God has already done, having separated you into the ministry Himself  
(Acts 13:1-3).  The license or ordination to minister can never substitute for a genuine call and anointing 
from God.  No matter what organization you are licensed or ordained with, they can never replace the true 
call and equipping that God brings into the minister’s life and ministry. 

 When someone is ordained, they are ordained into eldership in the Body of Christ. An elder is one 
whom the Holy Spirit has made an overseer in the Church and who has the responsibility to feed and care 
for the Church.  When the Apostle Paul spoke with the elders from Ephesus in Acts 20, he exhorted them 
to “feed the church of God.”  This is not a responsibility that is to be taken lightly, nor is it for novices (I 
Timothy 3:6). Those who are ordained should be those individuals who have not only voiced a call into 
the ministry but have also proven that call by their fruit (II Timothy 4:5, Titus 2:7). 

 Licensing is available for those ministers who are in their first two years of ministry.  Many times 
young ministers have not had time to develop or prove their calling, yet they still need some type of 
recognition in order to perform their ministerial duties. Harvest Church International will issue a 
ministerial license to these ministers to assist them in developing, maturing, and proving of the call of 
God on their lives.  Ordination is available for those who have a proven ministry and have been in a full-
time, five-fold type ministry position for a minimum of two consecutive years. 

WHO SHOULD SEEK MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS? 

 Ministerial credentials are necessary only for those who are called into the five-fold ministry 
and are involved in full-time ministry.  Credentials are not necessary for those who intend to 
maintain a secular career.  It is understood that those who are pioneering a new work may have some 
secular employment, but their goal must be one of becoming full-time in ministry as soon as possible.  
Those called into the full-time ministry have duties and responsibilities that differ greatly from those who 
are a part of the ministry of helps.   
This does not minimize the importance of the ministry of helps, but acknowledges and recognizes the 
difference in the calling that the five-fold minister has.  The nature of their work also causes them to be 
recognized by and receive certain benefits from civil government as well. 



 The Word of God has established the spiritual standards and qualifications for one desiring to 
work in the ministry.  It is very specific regarding the minister’s integrity, life-style, family, and work.  
These standards are what we in the Body of Christ use to judge the eligibility of ministers for licensing or 
ordination.  Our society and legal system also has standards that are generally accepted regarding the 
function of a minister or member of the clergy.  It would be improper for an organization to issue 
credentials to an individual who does not conform to the generally accepted definition of a minister.  The 
following are some generally accepted criteria that one should meet to be granted ministerial credentials: 

• One who has a Divine call to the ministry in the five-fold sense as stated in  
      Ephesians 4:11. 

• One who has been properly trained and schooled in filling that position. 

• One who has been set apart by a group or organization that recognizes and concurs with the call. 

• One who is accountable to that group or organization in matters relating to doctrine, ministerial 
ethics, and life-style. 

• One who has displayed and proven that call to the ministry by bearing fruit in their work and 
labors for the Lord. 

• One who is required by their ministerial position to perform sacerdotal functions and administer 
the ordinances or sacraments of the Church, including weddings and funerals. 

• One who derives the majority of their income from ministerial duties or is taking definite steps in 
that direction.  Credentials are not necessary for one who wishes to maintain a secular career. 

HOW CAN I UPGRADE FROM BEING LICENSED TO ORDAINED? 

 In order for someone to go from licensing to ordination, there should be evidence of growth and 
maturity in the gifts and callings of God upon their lives.  It is not automatic that after two years of 
licensing one is ordained.  Ministers grow and mature in the call of God upon their lives.  This growth and 
maturity process takes different routes and time frames with different people.  This growth and maturity is 
evident to all who are associated with the minister.  The Apostle Paul’s gifts and callings became very 
evident to all who had contact with him 
(Gal. 1:10-2:10).  The same is true today.  The call of God and the gifts of God are evident in the lives of 
those who are truly called.  Those who go from being licensed to ordained will be those who have 
displayed that maturity and have proven the gifts and call upon their lives. 



HOW SHOULD I CHOOSE AN ORGANIZATION WITH WHICH TO 
HOLD CREDENTIALS? 

 There are many different organizations, groups, and churches with which one may hold 
credentials.  Oftentimes ministers enter this decision lightly, being more concerned with obtaining the 
credentials than with the organization itself.  That is not a wise approach.  Wisdom dictates that we enter 
decisions carefully and prayerfully, following the voice of the Spirit of God in all that we do.  Who you 
“hook up” with is extremely important for many reasons: 

• When you affiliate yourself with an organization, you begin to take on the “spirit” of that 
organization.  You connect yourself in more ways than just with a piece of paper.  Do you agree 
with the “spirit” and the flow of the organization or group?  Is its vision of ministry and ministry 
philosophy in harmony with yours? 

• What is the doctrine of the organization and is it in line with the Word of God?  Is the direction 
and operation of the organization in line with the Word? 

• Does the organization have proper leadership?  Does it have mature, seasoned ministers in 
leadership positions?  Are there proper standards of ministerial ethics and behavior?  Is there a 
system of accountability?  Can I submit to the leadership of this organization in matters of 
discipline and doctrine? 

• Does the organization provide ongoing care and ministry to those who hold credentials?  Will the 
organization continue to inspire you to grow and mature in the call of God? 

• Is this an organization that I can be loyal to in the sense of supporting its functions, seminars, and 
efforts? 

 These questions need to be considered before affiliating yourself with an organization.  Please 
note that it would be unethical to join an organization only to benefit from that organization’s reputation 
or credibility when your heart is not in harmony with the organization.  It is also unethical to remain a 
part of an organization to give the impression that they condone or endorse doctrines or practices of 
yours, which are not in harmony with the organization.  You should be in agreement and harmony with 
the organization with which you hold credentials. 



WHY DO YOU RENEW CREDENTIALS BIENNIALLY? 

 Some groups and organizations ordain for life while others require you to renew at different time 
frames.  Here at HCI, ministers are required to renew credentials on a biennial (2 year) basis.  This is 
done in order to ensure that those who hold ministerial credentials are active in full-time ministry.  It is 
unnecessary for someone who is not active in ongoing ministry to hold credentials.  If at sometime a 
minister ceases to serve on an active, ongoing basis, they should return their credentials to HCI.  They 
will not forfeit their licensing or ordination, but merely be placed on inactive status.  The inactive minister 
may then request that their credentials be reactivated when they once again step into an active ministry 
position. 

WHAT DOES MY BIENNIAL FEE COVER? 

 The biennial (2 year) fee for ministerial credentials with HCI is $50.00.  The fee must be paid by 
January 31st, 2021.  Regardless of when in the year you receive your credentials, they are renewable by 
this date.  If the fee and renewal form are not postmarked (or submitted online) by January 31st, you will 
be charged a $10.00 late fee.  If the renewal form and fee are not received by February 28th, 2021, you 
will be placed on inactive status and your credentials must be returned to HCI. 

 If both you and your spouse hold credentials with HCI, you must complete separate renewal 
forms.  The $50.00 renewal fee is required for each individual who applies for the credentials.  If you are 
a missionary, your biennial (2 year) fee is waived, but you must complete the renewal form to keep your 
credentials with HCI.  (NOTE: A missionary is one who resides overseas the majority of the year.  It is 
not an itinerant minister who travels overseas occasionally throughout the year.) 

 This information sheet was prepared to answer as many questions regarding licensing and 
ordination as possible.  If you still have unanswered questions, you may call the HCI Ministerial 
Office at (541) 505-7696 and we will assist you in any way possible. 


